
White-plumed Honeyeaters near Perth—On the morning of 
July 15, 1969 I was drawn from my study (at 10 Banksia Street, 
Joondanna—three miles NNW of the Perth G.P.O.) by a most 
unexpected bird call from my back garden. On investigating I 
was amazed to find in one of the tall eucalypts in the* garden 
a pair of White-plumed Honeyeaters (Meliphaga penicillata). 
Each day since, to the date of reporting this note (July 18) they 
have not wandered far from the garden. Singing Honeyeaters 
(M. virescens) in number have been most agitated and have per¬ 
secuted the newcomers without ceasing. However the White- 
plumed Honeyeaters have shown amazing adroitness in outflying 
and out-manoeuvring them and persisted in remaining in the 
area. The other common honey eater, the Brown (Lichmera ind- 
istincta) has not bothered the newcomers. 

The White-plumed Honeyeaters busied themselves feeding in 
the eucalypts and coral trees, now and again bursting forth in 
lovely fluid notes. On various occasions I have seen them 
alight on the lawn for bread that is always there for all comers, 
on the clothes hoist, the roof guttering and television antenna. 
They have been easy to call up and are by no means secretive. 

Dr. D. L. Serventy arrived to see the birds, and after his 
visit an Australian Goshawk scattered all the birds in the area. 
However they all re-appeared, including the White-plumed Honey- 

eater, after the hawk left. 

The previous recorded southern limit of the White-plumed 
Honeyeater was Moora. 

—(Rev.) ARTHUR R. WILBREY, Wesley Manse, Joondanna. 

Mr Wilbrcv later reported that the White-plumed Honeyeaters remained until about 
July 30 when the owners of the land on which the coral trees were growing cut away 
the flowers and limbs. Apparently the honeyeaters then moved to other haunts. Prior 
to their disappearance friendlier relations developed between them and the Singing Honey¬ 
eaters.—Ed. 

Little Egret at Mandurah.—In Western Australia the 
Little Egret (Egretta garzetta) has rarely been recorded 
south of the Kimberly region and there is only one record for the 
South-West (J. Ford, in Serventy and Whittell, Birds of Western 
Australia, 1967). At Mandurah, on April 4, 1969, I saw a Little 
Egret feeding in the shallow water covering one of the “island” 
mud flats upstream from the traffic bridge. When the bird stood 
erect, it stood about half as high as a White Egret (Egretta alba) 
in the vicinity. In flight its “bulk” was about half that of E. 
alba (flying) and approximated more the size of a Caspian Tern 
(Hydroprogne caspia) in flight. 

The legs and beak were black, the beak possibly being paler 
at base. When the bird flew by me in company with an E. alba, 
it was noted that the soles of the feet of E. alba were black while 
the soles of the feet of E. garzetta were conspicuously yellowish 
(or some similar colour). 

On April 5, my wife and I located the same bird (presum¬ 
ably) in the lagoon east of the groynes lining the mouth of the 
Peel Inlet. Viewing conditions were better than on the previous 
day and a closer approach to the bird was possible. 

It was noted that the bird had creamish coloured plumes over 
its back and the feet appeared to be black on top. A glimpse of 
the yellowish soles was sometimes obtained when the bird was 
walking directly away from us, both when it was in shallow 

water and on the shore. 

Once when the bird was on the shore and had its neck in a 
folded position it appeared to walk underneath the tail of an E. 
alba standing quietly on the shore. 
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